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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax    (225) 387-4742







February 6, 2019





A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, 
February 6, 2019.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order and declared a quorum. The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge
Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee

Karen Jewell


Iberville

Earl Matherne


Assumption

Jody Meche



St. Martin

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Absent: 

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin



Harry Marionneaux


Iberville 

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING

Kevin Durbin


West Baton Rouge Parish Council

William Tyson


Executive Director

Nicholas Rockforte


Levee Board Attorney

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Tony German


CPRA
Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager
Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist
Tiffany Weber


Administrative Program Specialist
Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Analyst

                                                                    * * * * 
After review, Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2019 meeting as presented and to publish the minutes in the official journal.  
                                                                    * * * * 
A meeting of the Equipment Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 23, 2019 at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  In Chairman Moise LeBlanc’s absence, President John Grezaffi appointed Commissioner Kenneth Gordon to serve on the committee.  President Grezaffi chaired the meeting and called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Harry Marionneaux, Member

Earl Matherne, Member

Kenneth Gordon, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Member

John Grezaffi, Ex-officio Member

Absent: 
Moise LeBlanc, Chairman

Nickie Rockforte, 2nd Vice Chairman

Spencer Harvey, Member

Also Present:

Commissioner Karen Jewell

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Program Specialist

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Program Specialist

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

1. Discuss the purchase of new equipment:  Mr. Tyson advised the committee members that the State has cancelled the Dodge truck contract for this year, and the new contract is with Ford. He said he would like to replace several older trucks. He proposed purchasing 4 Ford F-250 4x4 PU, Reg. Cab, 6.2L, V8 Gas Engine; 1 Ford F-350 DRW, 4x4, Crew Cab, 6.2L, Gas Engine, 8’ Bed; and 5 Ford F-350 DRW, 4x4 Crew Cab, 6.2L Gas Engine, 8’ Knapheide Service Body with Trailer Tow Package. Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried to approve the purchase and to amend the budget accordingly.

2. Discuss the sale of used equipment:  Mr. Tyson referred the Commissioners to a list of used equipment to be sold.  This includes several of the trucks we plan to replace through the earlier approved purchase. The list included ten tractors, twelve bush hogs, and eleven trucks.  He said we will need to make sure the equipment we have ordered is received before the sale.  


There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Earl Matherne, Member



/s/Harry Marionneaux, Member

/s/Kenneth Gordon




/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman
In the absence of Commissioner Moise LeBlanc, Mr. William Tyson reviewed the action of the Equipment Committee at their meeting on January 23, 2019.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented.
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. William Tyson presented a Right of Entry request from the U. S. Corps of Engineers to perform construction in connection with the Mississippi River and Tributaries, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, Point Pleasant Seepage and Relief Well Project Phase II in Iberville Parish.  He explained that he is waiting for additional drawings and the request must be accepted by the highway department.  Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried to approve the request subject to the review and approval of Mr. William Tyson, President John Grezaffi and our attorney Mr. Nicholas Rockforte.  

Mr. Tyson advised the commissioners that the water level is at 36.5 now and is scheduled to go down to 30.5 in Baton Rouge in 28 days.  However, he cautioned this is subject to change.

                                                                     * * * * *
Mr. Tony German of CPRA was present but had no report.  

                                                                    * * * * * 

Mrs. Janice Jarreau asked the board for approval to promote and reallocate Cary Andre from Mobile Equipment Operator 2/Heavy to Levee Foreman B.  Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve the request.  

At the request of Mrs. Jarreau, Commissioner Kenneth Gordon moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to change Johnny Christal to permanent status as a Mobile Equipment Operator 1, effective March 4, 2019.

                                                                    * * * * *
Moved by Commissioner Karen Jewell, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried.  

                                                          RESOLUTION
Moved by Commissioner Karen Jewell, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and Unanimously Carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District lost a

valuable friend with the death of Leroy Dauphine on December 6, 2018; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Dauphine worked for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District from

August 16, 1980 through May 3, 1993; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Dauphine will be missed by many who were close to him and who cherished

his friendship.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of this Board do hereby express its

condolences to the family of Mr. Dauphine and its deepest regrets upon his death, that this

Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and

further that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the Dauphine Family so that they may

know of our sincere appreciation of the life of Mr. Dauphine and of our sincere regrets in

his passing:

Vote:

Yeas:
Commissioners Bill Flynn, Kenneth Gordon, John Grezaffi, Karen Jewell, Earl 


Matherne, Jody Meche, and Nickie Rockforte

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting: Commissioners Spencer Harvey, Daniel Hebert, Moise LeBlanc,




 and Harry Marionneaux

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.

* * * * *

I, Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, a Regular Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana, on Wednesday, February 6,

2019.

         /s/Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary

Vote:

Yeas:
Commissioners Flynn, Gordon, Grezaffi, Jewell, Matherne, Meche, and Rockforte

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioners Harvey, Hebert, LeBlanc, and Marionneaux

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.

                                                                    * * * * *
President John Grezaffi asked the board to consider adding an item to the agenda for discussion today, which includes a Resolution to the Atchafalaya Basin Levee Board and the La. DOTD to provide emergency and hurricane evacuation road along the East Atchafalaya Guide Levee.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to add the item to the agenda.  
Mr. Rockforte said the Iberville Parish Council is asking that we evaluate the feasibility of constructing a roadway at the base of the East Atchafalaya River Guide Levee to provide for effective evacuation route for emergencies and during tropical weather events.  However, Mr. Rockforte said we only have authority for flood control and bike paths by law.  He said he has no objection to their proposal, but he is not sure we have the authority to do this.  He suggested we tell them we will support this to the extent we have authority.  The Commissioners agreed and asked him to draw up the necessary paperwork to communicate this to the Iberville Parish Council.  

Mr. Rockforte referred the Commissioners to a copy of a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District and the West Baton Rouge Parish Government and the City of Port Allen relative to the levee ramp for access to a bicycle and pedestrian path established atop the Mississippi Flood Control Levee in West Baton Rouge Parish.  He said he has been working to finalize the document and asked for the board’s approval to authorize the President to sign the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to authorize President John Grezaffi to sign the document. 

Finally, Mr. Rockforte advised the board that he met with the Mayor of Plaquemine and explained what we would require of them to obtain approval to put a bike path on the levee in Plaquemine. Mr. Jeff Bell of CSRS, Inc. is in charge of the planning and engineering for the project.  They are asking for a letter of no objection to proceed with the project, but they still have title work to be done.  Mr. Rockforte said we found some old maps that show parcels of land under the levee, and we would like to ask them to contact those owners and get letters of no objection from them before we move forward.  
                                                                    * * * * *
There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.
____________________________________           ____________________________________

Janice Jarreau, Secretary


           John Grezaffi, President

____________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer 
